
Restorative dialogues
with victims and offenders

www.restorative-justice.eu/bb

Join our Building Bridges 
Victim support event

[October …th 2014] you are invited to come to the 
Building Bridges victim support event. We offer you 
[the chance to meet other victims and learn more 
about Building Bridges. We want to listen to your 
experiences and needs, and we will share 
possibilities to work on repairing the harm of crime 
together.]
Sign up before [September 28th], for contact details 
please see below. We are looking forward to 
meeting you there!    

Restorative Justice

We believe that prisons are places in which 
offenders can be offered the chance to change 
their life and their behaviour. In conventional 
criminal justice processes the prisoner is often 
not confronted with his victim. This is why we 
defend principles of restorative justice, which 
gives the victim the chance to tell their story of 
the crime and how it affected their life. 
Restorative Justice is all about the questions: 
who is affected by crime, what is the harm that 
is caused and how can this possibly be restored? 
Restorative justice offers dialogues between 
victims and offenders for restoration, change of 
perspectives, and impacting each other’s worlds. 

Contact details for Building Bridges

Prison Fellowship The Netherlands
Esther Klaassen, 
Coordinator Restorative Justice programme’s  

Ierlandlaan 35, 2713 HG Zoetermeer 
The Netherlands
Tel. 079-3310568
e.h.m.klaassen@gevangenenzorg.nl

Project coördinator

Gevangenenzorg Nederland

Zoetermeer, the Netherlands

www.gevangenenzorg.nl

2701 GA  Zoetermeer | the Netherlands 

Tel:  +31 79 331 05 68 | Fax: +31 79 331 09 45 

Email: j.dejager@gevangenenzorg.nl 

www.gevangenenzorg.nl

PF Italy
Rome, Italy
www.prisonfellowshipitalia.it

Prison Fellowship Hungary 
Gödöllő, Hungary 
www.bortontarsasag.hu

Seehaus e.V. 
Leonberg, Germany 
www.seehaus-ev.de

Confiar - Associação de 
Fraternidade Prisional - PF/Portugal 
Cascais, Portugal
www.confiar-pf.pt

Mezinarodni Vezenske Spolecentsvi 
Praha, Czech Republic
www.prisonfellowship.cz

Concaes
Madrid, Spain 
www.concaes.com

MAKAM
Vienna, Austria
www.makam.at

University of Hull Hull, 
United Kingdom 
www.hull.ac.uk

Italy

Brochure for victims



• experience greater recovery from the
trauma of being a crime victim

• be in contact with offenders, seeing their
situation

• have constructive dialogues with
offenders which might change their
attitudes

• receive an apology or another symbolic act
of restoration

About the programme

Building Bridges is a programme in prison for 
victims and offenders, facilitated by Prison 
Fellowship [NM]. 

Both victims and offenders are invited to 
participate in this 5-8 weeks programme that 
offers the victim the chance to meet offenders 
(not their ‘own’), ask questions and share the 
story of how the crime committed against them 
affected their life. 

• know how other victims handle their
experiences with crime?

• learn how you can cope with the effects of
crime in your future life?

• know how an offender comes to committing
crime?

• confront offenders with the consequences
of their actions?

Participate in Building Bridges

If you or a close relative have experienced crime 
in recent years, if you are willing to enter a prison 
together with a facilitator, other volunteers and 
victims, and if you are willing to tell your story: 
let us know! 

Still have questions? Don't hesitate to ask us. 

Be part of something useful and register until [Dec. 
15th].

Why would you participate?

During the years that this programme has run in 
countries all over the world, many victims have 
benefited from participating in this programme. 

The programme is designed to help you to 

• get answers to your questions

Building Bridges

gives victims a voice!

More information:
www.restorative-justice.eu/bb
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In the programme subjects such as responsibility, 
restoration and reconciliation are presented in 
various forms, but the main focus will be on the 
stories of the participants.  

Do you want to...

• take steps toward a closure of what has
happened and start a healing process?

Then participating in a Building Bridges 
programme could be the right thing to do for you.Victims of crime often experience the effects of an 

offense for a long time. For many victims it can be 
of great help to talk about what has happened. 




